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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Some Old-Time Old-World Librarians But in this
paper we can concern ourselves only with librarians who have come on to the scene since the invention of
printing. In 1475 Pope Sixtus the Fourth made Platina librarian of the newly organized Vatican Library. Platina s
account-book has been preserved and published, and from this can be seen the varied nature of his duties. The
librarian had to attend to the purchase of books, send out copyists, procure skins for binding, and supervise the
making of books as well as their use. He had charge of the reading-room in which the books were chained to
the desks, and was allowed discretionary power in the lending of books to high oFicials of the Church, to
scholars, and even to strangers sojourning in Rome. His account-book shows that he looked very carefully aGer
the comfort of the readers, and that he knew the men whom he could trust. Platina and his three pages slept in
a room adjoining the library, and they were diligent in the use of juniper in fumigating the rooms, in sweeping
the library with brooms, and dusting the books with foxtails. Montaigne, in the Journal of his travels in Italy in
1581, says that he inspected the Vatican Library without any diFiculty. Indeed, he adds, any one may visit it and
make what extracts he likes; it is open almost every morning. I was taken to every part thereof by a gentleman
who invited me to make use of it as oGen as I might desire. Des Brosses, in his letters on Italy, published at the
end of the eighteenth century, in writing of the...
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