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Yale. 1 Paperback(s), 2009. soft. Book Condition: New. (One of the Atlantic's Best Books of 2009) Bordering on
the world's two greatest oceans gives America a competitive advantage that is often overlooked by historians
focused primarily on our Atlantic heritage and our relationship with Europe. Historian Bruce Cumingsalso the
author of The Origins of the Korean Warchallenges this perspective, arguing for a bicoastal approach to
American history that properly emphasizes our connection to Asia as well as to Europe. "The story of America's
rapid unrolling of the exceptionalist carpet is very well told by Mr. Cumings. A lively rattlebag of a history of the
Pacific slope and how the Pacific Ocean came to be an American Lake."Economist (London)"Describing in
colorful detail developments in the Western states, including Texas, as well as the countries of East Asia, the
author argues that these developments have been inseparable from the story of U.S. 'dominion from sea to
sea, or its overwhelming military presence in 'the global archipelago.' The book fits into an emerging scholarly
trend, to transcend narrowly focused national narratives and to deal with larger entities and in large
frameworks such as Atlantic history, Europeanization, South Asian cosmopolitanism that have already
enriched our understanding of modern global history. Few historians are as capable as Cumings of launching
the field of Pacific history, and readers will find in this imaginatively conceived and earnestly but also
humorously presented history much that will help them understand how the United States became globalized
domestically and internationally, and what the future holds both for the nation and for the world."Akira Iriye
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