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States in Relation to the War Between Spain and Her Colonies The object of the following Essays is to enquire
how far it may be consistent with sound policy for the United States to take any part in the contest now
subsisting between Spain and her Colonies in this quarter of the globe. This question, from many peculiar
circumstances, presents itself to us North Americans, associated with feelings capable of diverting our
judgments from a true decision upon its merits. In judging of the chances for the establishment of free forms of
government in remote scenes, we are too apt to proceed on conceptions drawn from our own predilections for
liberty, or on our sense of its general expediency. Instead of doing this, we should consider the character of
those who are engaged in any contest for the government, which may arise in any given territory, and we
should make all due allowances for the force of habit, which is every where so powerful, that much will, in every
case, depend upon the previous manners and institutions of the country. It is a fact, attested by all history, that
political happiness, (that is to say, liberty) is no less difficult of attainment, than necessary to the well-being of
society. Upon this ground, when we consider that our southern namesakes, from previously existing
circumstances, have been but ill prepared for their political emancipation, we may naturally suppose, however
unwelcome the conclusion, that they are not likely to accomplish it speedily; when we view, too, the relative
position in which they stand to each other and to...
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