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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .dressed in white, crossed by ribbons of red and blue, recited with much
spirit a patriotic poem. When Martha announced the third exercise, John s face took on a more than usually
animated expression, and there wa a perceptible deepening of the troubled look in his eyes, never entirely
absent since Cicely had found him in the woods. A little yellow boy, with long curls, and a frightened air, next
ascended the platform. Now, Jimmie, be a man, and speak right out, whispered his teacher, tapping his arm
reassuringly with her fan as he passed her. Jimmie essayed to recite the lines so familiar to a past generation of
schoolchildren: -- I knew a widow very poor, Who four small children had; The eldest was but six years old, A
gentle, modest lad. He ducked his head hurriedly in a futile attempt at a bow; then, following instructions
previously given him, fixed his eyes upon a large cardboard motto hanging on the rear wall of the room, which
admonished him in bright red letters to Always Speak The Truth, and started oF with assumed confidence-- I
knew a widow very poor, Who --At this point, drawn by an irresistible impulse, his eyes sought the level of the
audience. Ah, fatal blunder! He stammered, but with an eFort raised his eyes and began again: I knew a widow
very poor, Who four --Again his treacherous eyes fell, and his little remaining self-possession utterly forsook
him. He made...
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