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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Ballad of the White Horse, by G. K. Chesterton, is both typical and
unusual. It s typical in paradox, romantic Christianity, and the deft use of chalk to boldly sketch a few simple
strokes that define a figure, without too much concern for detail. Chesterton s philosophy of white chalk, as
described in an essay on the subject, (where he also talks about drawing the soul of a cow ) may help explain
this poem: But as | sat scrawling these silly figures on the brown paper, it began to dawn on me, to my great
disgust, that | had left one chalk, and that a most exquisite and essential chalk, behind. | searched all my
pockets, but | could not find any white chalk. Now, those who are acquainted with all the philosophy (nay,
religion) which is typified in the art of drawing on brown paper, know that white is positive and essential. |
cannot avoid remarking here upon a moral significance. One of the wise and awful truths which this brown-
paper art reveals, is this, that white is a color. It is not a mere absence of color; it is a shining and affirmative
thing, as fierce as red, as definite as black. When, so to speak, your pencil grows red-hot, it draws roses; when it
grows white-hot, it draws stars. And one of the two or three defiant verities of the best religious morality, of real
Christianity, for example, is exactly this same thing; the chief assertion of religious morality is that white is a
color. Virtue is not the absence of vices or the avoidance of moral dangers; virtue is a vivid and separate...
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