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Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Painstaking Reconstruction of Jefferson s
Library Catalogue Sold to the Library of Congress in 1815 to replace volumes burned by the British during their
occupation of Washington, Jefferson s library, comprising 6,700, volumes was one of the finest in the United
States. The taxonomically arranged catalogue that accompanied these books was a remarkable work, one that
offered great insight into the broad and systematic nature of Jefferson s mind. Unfortunately, it was lost. Using
Jefferson s notes and the first edition of the Library of Congress catalogue, Gilreath and Wilson recreated
Jefferson s original compilation. It contains an extensive collection of legal books arranged under the general
heading Philosophy. Beginning with the broad designations of Ethics, Moral Philosophy, Law of Nature and
Nations and Religion Jefferson proceeds to such topics as Common Law, Maritime Law and Foreign Law. It is
valuable both for its insights into Jefferson s legal mind and as a guide to the titles one would want to include in
a first-class American law library of the period. James Gilreath was an American history specialist at the Library
of Congress rare book and special collections division. Douglas L. Wilson is George A. Lawrence Distinguished
Service Professor Emeritus; Co-director, Lincoln Studies Center, Knox College Galesburg, Illinois. CONTENTS
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