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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Dept. of Commerce, Economics and Statistics Administration, U. S.
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Understanding Single-Year and Multiyear Estimates Multiyear estimates are likely to confuse some data a 5-year
estimate includes data collected over a 60-users, in part because of their statistical properties, month period.
Therefore, ACS estimates based on data and in part because this is a new product from the collected from 2005
- 2007 should not be called 2006 Census Bureau. The ACS will provide all states and or 2007 estimates. Nor
should 2005 - 2009 period communities that have at least 65, 000 residents with estimates be labeled 2007
estimates, even though single-year estimates of demographic, housing, social, that is the midpoint of the 5-year
period. Multiyear and economic characteristics - a boon to government estimates should be labeled to indicate
clearly the full agencies that need to budget and plan for public period of time ( e. g. , The child poverty rate in
2005 - services like transportation, medical care, and schools. 2007 was X percent ). For more information about
For geographic areas with smaller populations, the ACS understanding single-year and multiyear estimates,
samples too few households to provide reliable single-see Appendix 1 of this handbook. year estimates. For
these communities, several years of The primary advantage of using multiyear estimates is data will be pooled
together to create reliable 3-year or the increased statistical reliability of the data for less 5-year estimates.
populated areas and small population subgroups. An Single-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates from the ACS
example of 1-, 3-, and 5-year estimates for Rockland are all period...
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