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apprenticed at an early age to an engraver, but, attracted by astronomy, he studied so well that, when a lad of
sixteen, he was admitted as a pupil to the Paris Observatory. There is no doubt that the great French
mathematician, Le Verrier, regarded Flammarion with a certain disdain as more of a poet than an astronomer;
but he soon vindicated, by several important discoveries, his title to be regarded as a man of science. Urania,
which appeared in 1889, is an excellent example of his ability as a thinker, and of his charm as a writer. The
work is hardly a novel, though it is far more popular than many books of fiction. It is really an essay in
philosophy dealing with the question of the immortality of the soul; and it has an especial interest for English
readers owing to the fact that much in it that seems to be pure fantasy is based on researches undertaken by
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