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Not illustrated. Excerpt: . . . FUNDAMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 1. The Subject-Matter of Experimental
Psychology. Anything that concerns our own dear Self is of intense interest to us. Among the things that
concern each ones Self, the most fascinating are those which are not open to the gaze of all, and of which no
one can have any immediate knowledge except him who experiences them. Such are the thoughts, feelings,
fancies, memories, moods, aspirations, plans, wishes, resolutions, remorses, hopes, joys, sorrows, fears, likes
and dislikes: in short, the whole drama which is enacted within the sanctum of each ones private Self. These
internal experiences are the subject-matter of experimental psychology. They are the objects with which
experimental psychology is directly concerned. Indirectly, however, anything that is capable of throwing light
on these internal experiences--inasmuch as it is capable of doing so--comes within the scope of experimental
psychology. Prominent among the things that can throw light on our subject-matter proper are the bodily
conditions under which our mental life actually occurs. Consequently in the course of our study we shall make
an occasional sally into the field of physiology, particularly the physiology of the nervous system of man. By
doing so we do not obliterate the boundary lines between psychology and physiology. We rather take into
account the fact which has been recognized ever since the time of Aristotle, namely, that these bodily
conditions are important factors of our mental life. Our mode of procedure, then, is in principle the same as
that...
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