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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Number and Its Algebra: Syllabus of Lectures on the
Theory, of Number and Its Algebra, Introductory to a Collegiate Course in Algebra The scientific part of
Arithmetic and Geometry would be of more use for regulating the thoughts and opinions of men than all the
great advantage which Society receives from the practical application of them: and this use cannot be spread
through the Society by the practice; for the Practitioners, however dextrous, have no more knowledge of the
Science than the very instruments with which they work. They have taken up the Rules as they found them
delivered down to them by scientific men, without the least inquiry aCer the Principles from which they are
derived: and the more accurate the Rules, the less occasion there is for inquiring aCer the Principles, and
consequently, the more diDicult it is to make them turn their attention to the First Principles; and, therefore, a
Nation ought to have both Scientific and Practical Mathematicians. James Williamson, Elements of Euclid with
Dissertatio7is, Oxford, 1781. The preceding arraignment is nearly as pertinent to-day in this country as it was in
England more than a centui-y ago. But so far as Geometry is concerned blame no longer rests with the
scientific mathematicians. Their investigations of First Principles have not only furnished us with Euclid in his
purity, but have developed entirely new and equally consistent geometries, under postulates alternate to Euclids
petition of the angle-sum of a rectilineal triangle. Thus has been fulfilled what must at least have opened up as
dim vistas to Euclids mind when he discerned the necessity for assuming, or petitioning as the old geometers
called...
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